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Meet the Ambassador of Real Estate

Marilyn Wilson, human dynamo,
sells million dollar properties and
unwinds in a home she bought
without opening the front door
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PHOTOGRAPHY BY OF e Plants & sum: Cwsiom furntture makes the most of

WAYNNE HIEBERT micky ipaces in Mariym Wilson s hvimg room and
adfoiring sunroom
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Real estate roots

Marilyn's father, 2 former real estae
investor, taught her everything about the
business Then she honed her esthetic
senses, eamning a degree in an history
and design from California’s UCLA

“We loved the extenor of the house and
put in an offer without seeing the inside,”
ays Maalyn

It was a hedged bet because the Wilsons
knew an architect and 3 senes of diplomats
had owned and carefully renovated the
home

There have been no regrets about the
speedy transaction

Home is a 3,600-square-fock stone and
stucco hiend of sunny ingeriors and
gEneTous rooms that have been tidored for
entertaining and designed for family living
Family includes the bubbly Rebecca, the
Wilson's three-year-old daughter. Rebecca
loves o wear hats over her curly blond
hair, sun glasses and an assonment of
stylish pins on her covenalls. Rebecca is
also careful when touching decorations in
the taupe and cream colored living room
and adjoining sunroom

Her playrooms are another more relaxed
story

Instant love
The Wilsons immedsately fell in love with
Oetawa and then with Rockcliffe Park

The cxy had a charm and quietness they
didn find alter ving in Winnipeg for four
years The cty was oenainly different than
Southern California, the state where Toronto-
bom Mantyn and her family moved when
she was rwvo years old

“For me, Omawa is Canada’s best kept
secret,” mys Mardhyn, who moved from
admunng the cty 1o sucoessfully selling deeam
homes for local families five yeass ago. Today
she & 3 top agere selling the most homes
over the §1 million mark in Ontawa

She sold four Rockcliffe Park lots 1o
Michael and Marilyn Cowpland for their
new and starting glass home This August
Marilyn set 2 new price record for Omawa
seiling the Cowpland's Buena Vista home
for $1.7% million

The secret 1o Marilyn's sucoess, even in the
mickdle of tough economic times, 5 her deds
cation to hard work and a natural flair 1o
communicate and understand people’s needs
The seasoned California organizer has a
passion for matching the right people to
the nght house and making it look easy
She's also passionate about making tme
for Rebecca, Rebecca is the Wilson's petite,
miracle child Marilyn became pregnant
after trying for many years and then spent
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several months in an Otawa hospital

10 ensure 2 successful delivery
Unknown to doctors, Marilyn re-established
her business in the small hospital room
and even managed to show 3 few homes

Home base

The Wilson's bought their home quickly
but took their time decorating

Then Marlyn found Ginger, a top intenor
designer from Beverdly Hills, during a
hobiday 10 visit famaly in California

The Wilsons had long admired the relaxed
flavor of villa homes scattered across
Calfornia’s Napa Valley. They wanted 1o
bring the simple, natural colors and textures
of the Napa Valley and the ruggedness of
iraly’s Tuscuny region norh o Otawa
Ginger blended the rwo together and then
added a distinctive New York sophistication
There is also 2 strong Neo-Classical flavor

The final result is clean, timeless and calm

Ginger combined soothing taupes, ecru and
champagne 1o relax the soul and then added
dramatic color details in black and gold
Then she designed custom furniture that
maximizes the home's tricky spaces. The
sophisticated silk and conton upholstery fab-
ncs have the extra benefit of being kid-prool
andd immune 10 Rebecca’s busy flingers. >
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The main wall color is a soothing ivory
but details and textures have been added
with a2 hand-painted lime stone effect that
sugpests a touch of [taly and the Tuscany
Ginger Diended textures, introducing glass
plasier, stone, and cast ron throughout the
toyer In the dining room the large glass-
top table, with Cartier aut comers, shares
space with the large wood and on china
cabinet. The crystal chandelier is se1 in cast
iron. Ginger then used mimors o brighten
and enlarge the entrance hall while mirmors
in the living room marmy easily with the
ivory marble fireplace

The two living rooms are the centre of
tamily life. This is where nends gather
and where the famuly listens (0 classical
musiC Of 1o Allan play the paano

Thick vory candles set the mood for
romantic evenings while ptants which

fill comers and sit on tables come with
names. The il banana tree s Fernands
while 3 debicate orchid ssting on a bay
window lable answers 10 Annabelle

The Wilsons' home has seasoned characies
and warmith, plus all of the hxunous
feafures of construchion in the s

Solid hardwood floors, hay windows, and

marble surfaces o b effi-

nbine with two hig
o

cency gas hurnaces, pood insulaton, air oon-
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Lining pieasures: Formal dinimg room feels

dionmng, 3 modern Kilchen and bathrooms
When Marilyn and Allan Wilson boughi
3 decade ago, home had been completely
renovated by contracior John Dowling

The master suite was updated with a cithe

dral celing, a large skylight, and doubie
French doors that open onto 3 bhaloony

The entrance hall was enlamped. and the sun

rooim convened inlo o second IVINRG roem

cven bigger tharles 10 the large plass-top table
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ihis is Manlyn's [avornite place 10 listen
MOXan and unwind alter a busy day. In
the summer she keeps an eye on Rebecca
playming outsicde. She walches leaves change
in the fall and snow cover tall pine trees
and cedars in the winter. For Marilyn, that's
Miawd al it's best. The hustle of hot

aliformia belongs 10 another lile oL
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